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   The 2023 Colorado Water Plan was adopted by the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) in 
 January 2023 and serves as a framework for  
statewide collaboration around water planning. The 
plan guides future decision making and supports 
local actions to address water challenges with a  
collaborative, balanced, and solution-oriented  
approach that builds resilience. It is a grassroots  
effort, and relies on the Colorado water community 
to identify and implement basin-specific and/or 
statewide water projects which provide multiple 
benefits to the state's diverse water users. The CWCB 
creates and manages the plan framework, and  
supports the state's water community with funding 
and technical resources to implement programs and 
projects. 
   The Colorado Water Plan includes actions in four 
main focus areas that work together for a stronger 
state: vibrant communities, robust agriculture, 
 thriving watersheds, and resilient planning. 
The plan was produced through a 3-step process 
that took several years and required 

 substantial engagement with stakeholders.  
Phase 1- Analysis and Technical  

Update: Compile an array of  
foundational data sets 

that describe our 
current and future 

water supplies and 
needs.  This was  
finalized in 2019. 

Phase 2 - Basin  
Implementation 

Plans: Eight 
smaller, tailored 

water plans for each major river basin in Colorado 
are reviewed and updated. These were completed in 
January 2022. 
Phase 3 - Comprehensive Update to the Water Plan: 
   The plan is updated roughly every ten years. The 
visions and actions within the plan are 
reviewed and updated and new information is 
 included in the Analysis and Technical  
Update and the Basin Implementation Plans. 
   Tri-County Water Conservancy District General 
Manager Mike Berry sits on the Gunnison Basin 
Round Table and worked on local strategy. To read 
the state plan, an executive summary, or each of the 
basin’s plans, visit: 
 
cwcb.colorado.gov/colorado-water-plan 

 
   Colorado Water Plan grants available by 
 application to the CWCB,  support a range of multi-
beneficial projects for water storage, water conser-
vation, the water-land use nexus, agricultural 
efficiency, water education and awareness,  
watershed health, and outdoor recreation.  
   Those eligible to apply for the grants include  
governmental entities such as municipalities,  
districts, enterprises, counties, and State of Colorado 
agencies while Federal agencies are encouraged to 
work with local entities. Also included in those  
eligible to apply are covered entities as defined in 
Section 37-60-126, C.R.S., as long as the applicant 
has adopted a State approved water conservation 
plan. Private entities like mutual ditch companies,  
non-profit corporations, and partnerships are also 
eligible to apply for Colorado Water Plan grants. 

For more information about these grants, visit: 
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Quick facts from Colorado State  
University Extension: 

   • Water trees, shrubs, lawns, and perennials 
during prolonged dry fall and winter periods 
to prevent root damage that affects the 
health of the entire plant.    
• Water only when air and soil temperatures 
are above 40 degrees F with no snow cover. 
   • Established large trees have a root spread 
equal to or greater than the height of the 
tree. Apply water to the most critical part of 
the root zone within the dripline. 
   Woody plants with shallow root systems 
such as birches, maples and mountain ashes, 
among others, require supplemental water 
even in the fall and winter. Monitor winter 
weather conditions and water during  

extended dry periods without snow cover - 
one to two times per month. Watering should 
take place during the middle of the day so it 
will have time to soak in before possibly 
freezing at night.  
   Newly planted trees and shrubs are most 
susceptible to winter drought injury and  
require more water than established shrubs 
that have been planted for at least one year. 
These plants and trees also benefit from 
mulch to conserve soil moisture and prevent 
cracks in the soil that expose roots to cold 
and drying. 

   For more information on watering plants 
and trees in the winter go to: 

 https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-
garden/fall-and-winter-watering-7-211/  

WINTER WATERING IS IMPERATIVE FOR SOME PLANTS AND TREES
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