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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
or visit www.project7water.org

Project 7 Water Adam Turner 249-5935

City of  Montrose Jim Hougnon 240-1480

City of  Delta Andy Mitchell 874-7566

Chipeta Water Matt Collier 249-8871

Menoken Water  John McMillan 249-3242

Town of  Olathe Terri Foechterle 323-5601

Tri-County Water Kathleen Margetts 249-3369

   The drinking water providers of  the 
Uncompahgre Valley in compliance with the 
Safe Drinking Water Act are pleased to present 
this annual water quality report.  It summarizes 
information that your water system already 
routinely collects concerning your domestic water.  
This report was prepared in cooperation with the 
Project 7 Water Authority who is responsible for 
treating our domestic water.
 This report includes where your water comes 
from, what it contains, and how it compares to 
standards set by regulatory agencies.
 Project 7 and all the water providers in our valley 
are committed to providing you and your family 
with safe drinking water that meets or exceeds the 
highest of  standards.
 If  you wish to attend the next Board or Council 
meeting of  your water provider, please contact your 
respective entity at the telephone number provided 
on this page.

Esta informaciòn es con respeto a la calidad 
del agua que Usted recibe. Si tiene alguna 
pregunta o comentario, por favor comuniquese 
con el Project 7 Water Authority, al 249-5935 
en horas de oficina.

TO YOUR
GOOD HEALTH

by working to provide safe, affordable water to the residents of  the Uncompahgre Valley.  Our goal is to provide you, the 
consumer, with a constant and dependable supply of  safe water.  We routinely monitor water supplies for quality.

Meeting the water needs of our customers
2011 Edition

Dick Margetts, the first 
employee and only 
Manager of  Project 7 
Water Authority is retiring 
at the end of  May 2011.  
Dick has been on the job 
since May 1st of  1980, 
completing thirty-one 
years of  service.  Project 
7 bought the existing 
Water Plant from the City 
of  Montrose and built it into a Regional Plant capable of  serving 
Montrose, Delta, and Olathe as well as Tri-County, Menoken, and 
Chipeta Water Districts.  Project 7 continues to be a shining example 
of  cooperation and sharing of  resources that has worked well for 
everyone involved.  
Dick leaves Project 7 in capable hands.  The remaining staff  of  
Project 7 combines for over 218 years of  experience treating water!  
Adam Turner, who has been Dick’s Assistant Manager for the past 
eleven years, will step into the lead role.  The other nine employees 
will all take a share in shouldering the remaining responsibilities.  
Our goal is to continue to deliver quality drinking water at an 
affordable cost to the residents of  the Uncompahgre Valley!
Dick will leave a legacy of  running a “clean” plant, with visitors 

always admiring 
the well-kept 
appearance of  
the facility. He 
is also known 
for a high 
c o m m i t m e n t 
to cooperation, 
trying hard to 
keep everyone 
“in-the-loop” as 
to what is going 
on, while at the 

same time staying out of  the media spotlight and news reports.  He is 
well known for being very protective of  the pipeline and ensuring that 
Today’s demands do not jeopardize future distribution needs.  With 
funds in the bank to make the final payments on the original loan 
AND the 2009 Water Plant Upgrades complete, Dick leaves Project 
7 well-positioned to continue to meet our customer’s expectations 
for years to come.  Thanks Dick!  Enjoy your retirement! 

CHAnGinG OF THE GUARD
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
Project 7 Water Adam Turner 249-5935
City of Montrose Jim Hougnon 240-1480
City of Delta Andy Mitchell 874-7566
Chipeta Water Matt Collier 249-8871
Menoken Water John McMillan 249-3242
Town of Olathe Terri Foechterle 323-5601
Tri-County Water Kathleen Margetts 249-3369

2009 Edition
Meeting the water needs of our customers

by working to provide safe, affordable water to the residents of the Uncompahgre Valley.  Our goal is to provide you, the 
consumer, with a constant and dependable supply of safe water.  We routinely monitor water supplies for quality.

The drinking water providers of the
Uncompahgre Valley in compliance

with the Safe Drinking Water Act are
pleased to present this annual water quality
report.  It summarizes information that
your water system already routinely collects
concerning your domestic water.  This
report was prepared in cooperation with
the Project 7 Water Authority who is
responsible for treating our domestic water.

This report includes where your water
comes from, what it contains, and how it
compares to standards set by regulatory
agencies.

Project 7 and all the water providers in
our valley are committed to providing you
and your family with safe drinking water
that meets or exceeds the highest of 
standards.

If you wish to attend the next Board or
Council meeting of your water provider,
please contact your respective entity at the 
telephone number provided on this page.

TO YOUR 
GOOD HEALTH

Esta informaciòn es con respeto a la calidad
del agua que Usted recibe. Si tiene alguna

pregunta o comentario, por favor 
comuniquese con el Project 7 Water 

Authority, al 249-5935 en horas de oficina.

Clariflocculator with Improvements

Safe Digging is No Accident:  Always call 811 Before You Dig.

City of Montrose
P.O. Box 790
Montrose, CO 81402

PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION!
Following nearly a year of construction, the Project 7 Water

Treatment Plant upgrade nears completion!
In July 2008, construction began with the addition of two new

filter beds, more on-site storage, enhancement of the
sedimentation zone in the clariflocculators and improvement in
the raw water delivery system. A hydropower generator
component was also installed to offset cost and add more
electrical capacity. The upgrade was necessary due to increased
demands and to enhance our ability to respond to future
regulatory requirements.

With these improvements, Project 7 looks forward to many
more years of excellent water quality and service to its
customers.

With the “new and improved” water treatment plant in
operation we can pause for a moment and appreciate where our
water comes from and how fortunate we are to have a source of
water that not only provides domestic use but a wide variety of
recreation.

The Blue Mesa Dam was the first large dam built on the
Gunnison River. It was finished in 1965 and although it does
produce hydroelectricity, its primary purpose is to store water.
Many people enjoy boating, water skiing, and fishing on the
largest body of water in Colorado!

Completed in
1967, Morrow
Point Dam is 12
miles below Blue
Mesa Dam and
creates a narrow
r e s e r v o i r
between the
steep walls of the
Black Canyon. It
is a thin arch
dam and the first
of its type built by the Bureau of Reclamation. The primary
purpose of the Morrow Point Dam is to produce hydroelectricity.

The last but not least dam in the Wayne N. Aspinall Storage
Unit is the Crystal Dam. Completed in 1976, it is also a double
curvature, thin arch dam and is 6 miles below the Morrow Point
Dam. The purpose of Crystal Dam is to stabilize and regulate the
flow of water through the national park with hydroelectricity as a
secondary function.

With the three dams and snow in the mountains what more
could we wish for in water supply?
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Safe Digging is No Accident…Always call 811 Before You Dig!

  The state requires Project 7 to monitor for certain substances less than once per year because the concentrations of  these substances are 
not expected to vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of  contamination.  Some of  
Project 7’s data (lead/copper), though representative, is more than one year old.

    The sources of  drinking water, both tap water and bottled water, include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As 
water travels over the surface of  the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive 
material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of  animals or from human activity.  Although all drinking water may 
reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of  some substances, it is important to remember that the presence of  these 
substances does not necessarily pose a health risk.  
More information on this subject can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.  Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
„ Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural 
livestock operations, and wildlife.
„ Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
„ Pesticides and herbicides that may come from a variety of  sources, such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential 
uses.
„ Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of  industrial processes 
and petroleum production, and also may come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.
„ Radioactive contaminants, that can be naturally occurring or be the result of  oil and gas production and mining activities.

    In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of  certain contaminates in water provided 
by public water systems.  The Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminates in bottled water that must provide 
the same protection for public health.

TEST RESULTS

City of Montrose
P.O. Box 790
Montrose, CO 81402

Menoken Water District
4386 62.25 Rd.
Montrose, CO 81401
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Project 7 Water Authority
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Montrose, CO 81402
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© Each system has a six digit PWSiD# assigned to it by the state for regulatory purposes.

© The majority of  the water treated by Project 7 originates in the Gunnison River and the Blue Mesa system.  
 The remainder of  our water comes from the Silver Jack Reservoir system.

© The treated water is disbursed to the six distribution entities through connections along Project 7’s mainline.

© Project 7 uses chloramines to keep the water safe in the distribution system.  
 Although chloramines are SAFE for people, they create special challenges for fish and dialysis patients.  
 Please visit our website for more information:  www.project7water.org

The Colorado Department of  Health and Environment (CDPHE) completed a Source Water Assesment Program 
(SWAP) for the Project 7 watershed in 2004.  This report cited potential sources of  contamination, which mostly 
consisted of  existing/abandoned mines and storage tanks.  
The full report is available online at: www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/sw/swaphom.html
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